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No progress since MC13
• Investment Facilitation Agreement for Development 

still blocked from inclusion in the WTO rulebook by 
India et al. (6 attempts to date)

• Fish 1 agreement ratifications still lagging (only 89 out 
of the 110 that will be needed)

• Fish 2 agreement still blocked by India  
• The E-Commerce Moratorium still due to terminate
• E-Commerce Agreement still not finalized (5 APEC 

economies still not on board); and not adopted into 
WTO rulebook

• End-2024 deadline to deliver reforms to Dispute 
Settlement missed; Appellate Body still paralyzed



Tariffs and MFN

• Significant new tariffs emerging in 2025 – risk of tit-for-tat
• WTO disputes likely over GATT and WTO-consistency of new tariffs
• Erosion of MFN principle and new tariffs create cost and uncertainty 

for market access, business planning, and investment decisions



WTO Work Plan 2025

ACTIONS

ABAC I:  WTO update, presentation on ITA3

ABAC II: WTO Statement for MRT

 Possible trip to Geneva and/or 
advocacy in capitals

ABAC III: Update on state of play looking 
ahead to MC14 (February 2026)

ABAC IV: Update on preparations for MC14

ADVOCACY

• Support for the functioning of the WTO 
as the core of the global rules-based 
system, including adherence to 
GATT/WTO Principles

• Call for ambition at MC14, including:
• Finalize and adopt E-Commerce Agreement – 

including all APEC economies
• A permanent E-Commerce Moratorium
• Integrate IFAD into the WTO rulebook
• Support ITA3 launch



Recommendations

• Continue to support ambitious outcomes at the WTO, including on digital 
trade, investment and dispute settlement

• Urge APEC to continue to support the principles and functioning of the WTO
• Consider a visit to Geneva and/or advocacy in capitals


