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ABAC
Policy Tools: Greener Trade Framework 2025 work plan

Recall the ABAC Climate Leadership Principles:
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Reduction Adaptation Just Transitions

» The Greener Trade Framework
A principles-based, coherent, region-wide, business-friendly framework for greener trade

Goals:

1. Creating an enabling environment (through greater coherence and interoperability in trade policy)
for the trade tools needed to meet APEC’s climate change and other sustainability goals

2. Mitigating and avoiding green protectionism, including through application of agreed principles

See Concept Note for more detail — drawing on the best regional models



lllustrative “Greener Trade” Elements ABAC
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Liberalising trade in environmental goods and services aimed at reducing emissions
Decarbonising supply chains — deforestation, biodiversity, green shipping lanes
Coherent, science-based approaches to border measures

Coherent and verifiable carbon standards, interoperable carbon markets

Digital tools e.g. paperless trade, reductions technologies, digitalized carbon credentials

Liberalising trade in environmental goods and services aimed at adaptation
Trade and investment in renewable energy (ABAC Roadmap)

Electric vehicle standards and policies

Eco-labelling, climate credentials in supply chains

Policies for sustainable food and agriculture trade, circular economy

Green workforce including skills, labour mobility, women in STEM
Sustainable financing, disaster relief financing etc.

Digital tools e.g. verifiable credentials, digitalised energy technologies etc.

Disciplines on “green” subsidies (non-discriminatory, at most minimally distorting), and on environmentally-
harmful subsidies (elimination of distorting food/fish/fossil fuel subsidies)

A new mechanism to review non-tariff barriers e.g. overly-burdensome “green” standards

Specific measures to support participation of vulnerable groups and Just Transitions e.g. ESG Framework for
MSMEs, women in STEM, an ex-ante assessment tool to ensure that green trade policy does not inadvertently
exclude particular groups etc.
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GTF work plan for 2025

 Work at ABAC I, I, Il and IV will explore:
e Case studies (inputs invited from members) — e.g.
 ABAC |: practical approaches for coherence in greener supply chains
[GS1 presentation]
* ABAC Il: the use of digitally-delivered services for
sustainability/climate
* ABACIII: green protectionism
* The relationship with existing APEC workstreams —e.g. on
environmental goods and services [SOM1]
* Note overlaps with other work in SWG, REIWG, FEWG and AIDIWG

* Deliverables:
* A more fully developed set of proposals for the Greener Trade
Framework
e Continued advocacy for an APEC Greener Trade Framework, including in
Letters and Reports to MRT, Leaders, Digital Ministers

Image: Franz GroBman on Unsplash


https://unsplash.com/@markusspiske?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/used-gray-steel-chain-42ui88Qrxhw?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash

@

Recommendations

* Members to continue to build out the Greener Trade Framework, drawing on
case studies and gold-standard regional agreements;
 Members to continue to urge APEC to adopt the Greener Trade Framework.



