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No progress since MC13
• Investment Facilitation Agreement for Development 

still blocked from inclusion in the WTO rulebook by 
India et al. 

• 5 APEC economies still not on board the E-Commerce 
Agreement; and blocked from inclusion in the WTO 
rulebook

• Fish 1 agreement ratifications still lagging (only 96 out 
of the 110 that will be needed)

• Fish 2 agreement still blocked by India  
• The E-Commerce Moratorium still due to terminate
• End-2024 deadline to deliver reforms to Dispute 

Settlement missed; Appellate Body still paralyzed



WTO principles under strain 

• Non-discrimination: MFN
• Predictability
• Progressive opening of markets



Recommendations

• ABAC members to advocate for the rejection of unilateralism, discrimination and 
protectionism in the strongest terms

• ABAC members to urge APEC Ministers and policymakers to:
• affirm their commitment to fundamental WTO Principles, and to act within the WTO 

rules;
• champion a strong, relevant WTO, including a fully functioning dispute settlement 

system and a permanent E-Commerce Moratorium prohibiting tariffs on digital 
goods and services


