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Harmful intra-APEC interventions are on the rise...
risking growth and creating uncertainty
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% of intra-APEC trade affected by harmful policy interventions Figure 4: Trade policy uncertainty index - A major unknown for 2025
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Source: Chart (left): GTA Data Centre (author’s own calculations), www.globaltradealert.org/data-center; chart (right): Matteo Lacoviello/Haver Analytics, quoted in ‘A turning point in
New Zealand'’s trade performance? September quarter 2024 trade data’, NZ Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade;,
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Services trade restrictions in APEC have barely shifted since 2016

Services Trade Restrictiveness
Average STRI Score by Country
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Services Trade Restrictiveness
Average STRI Score by Country and Year
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Digital restrictions are also significant, though uneven
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Source: The OECD Going Digital Toolkit, based on the OECD Digital Services Trade Restrictiveness Index, https:/qdd.ocecd.org/subject.aspx?Subject=STRI_DIGITAL.

Note: OECD DSTRI only includes 10 APEC economies: Australia, Canada, Chile, China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Mexico, New Zealand, United States



ABAC
What can be
done ?

* Revive the WTO!

* Support comprehensive, high quality
trade agreements as pathways to FTAAP

* Address non-tariff barriers (NTBs)

* notto be confused them with
(legitimate) non-tariff measures

* NTMs become NTBs when they
are more trade restrictive than

necessary
* Leverage ABAC’s Principles (2016)
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Finalrecommendations to ABAC:

Continue to draw attention to the negative impacts of protectionism
across goods services, investment and digital

Step up advocacy in support of effective trade rules
Consider looking for best practice in addressing non-tariff barriers

Above all, make heard ABAC’s courageous voice in support of open,
secure and transparent trade




