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G20 trade distortions on the rise

Source: Global Trade Alert, G20 Trade Policy Factbook 2025, https://globaltradealert.org/reports/G20-Trade-Policy-Factbook-2025

G20 trade distortions are rising, but not yet at COVID highs National security, strategic competition concerns driving policy

G20 members are: African Union, Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, EU, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Korea, 
Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Türkiye, UK, United States



Source: WTO, Global Trade Outlook and Statistics, 7 October 2025 update

Gloomy trade forecasts for 2026
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FTAAP: Pathways and innovative models
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Other recent innovative plurilateral agreements in the region
 DEPA: 4 APEC economies, plus accession requests from 3 APEC economies & 4 CPTPP Applicants

 FIT-P (supply chains, NTBs, investment, digital): 4 APEC economies and 2 CPTPP Applicants

 Green Economy Agreements involving 4 APEC economies and others participating in other models (variable geometry)
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Discussion

• How are new tariffs, export restrictions and policy uncertainty 
impacting your supply chains and business planning?

• What are some successful strategies for businesses to navigate the 
current dynamic? 

• What are some successful strategies for economies to navigate the 
current dynamic?  Where does FTAAP come in?

• What should our key messages be for Leaders with regard to rising 
protectionism and uncertainty?



Recommendations

• Members to share their insights on navigating protectionism, and 
draw on the discussion in shaping messages for the Leaders’ 
Dialogue.
• Members to note planned work on FTAAP next year, including 

development of an FTAAP Statement for ABAC I or II.


